hands to us for aid ? Will you humble yourselves so far as to sit at our feet and endeavor to learn of us ? Such seems to be your will, and I answer your call, stipulating only for the forbearance which you will necessarily be called upon to exhibit.
Wordsworth truly said?" The child is father to the man,"?and the aphorism is pregnant with a great truth, for it is upon the impressible nature of childhood that the great influences are at work which shall mould, and shape and determine the character of the young man. We all know how potent are the associations and influences of childhood, and how impossible it is for us, in after years, to divest ourselves of the impressions that may then have been stamped upon us. The habits and customs, the faiths, the beliefs, the superstitions which we may have acquired in manhood, may be laid aside like a worn garment. But the rules, the tenets, the habitudes, the prejudices, the very methods of thought which we acquire in childhood, hold dominion over us till the final end shall come. It is emphatically true, then, that in the mental world the child is father to the man. Nor is it less the fact in the physical domain. As the twig is bent the tree is inclined. As this body of ours, composed of so many separate organs, is trained in infancy and in youth, so will it grow up to manhood. Vicious habits of life, early acquired, will cHng to us in old age. That intricate piece of machinery, the digestive apparatus, may easily be put out ot repair in infancy. Once There is another and yet rarer condition of the oral tissues of teething children, that is of a more formidable character. It is when the teeth are slow in their development, when they are retarded and roughened through constitutional or general derangements, and thus become a long continued source of irritation. The gums are then turgid, inflamed, thickened, abnormally vascular and tender to the touch. It will be remembered that in a healthy state they are the direct opposite of this; that they have but a limited blood supply, few nerves, have comparatively little sensation, and are hard, smooth, light in color and glistening in appearance. The abnormal condition to which I refer is easily recognizable at a glance. The salivary secretions is largely increased. The inflammation and redness extends into the pharynx, and finally down the alimentary canal to the stomach, producing gastritis, and an irritating, exhaustive diarrhoea. If the sanitary conditions be bad and the food of an improper character or insufficient in nutritive power, the disease assumes the type of a malignant stomatitis, or even of cancrum oris, The tissue of the gums becomes ulcerative, and sloughing ensues. The child becomes excessively debilitated through its inability to take nourishment, and from the diarrhoea which accompanies the condition there is a general malaise. The mouth is hot, the tongue coated, the breath offensive, the urine is high in color and scanty, and all the tissues of the body sympathize in the disturbance.
That these symptoms may possibly be ^induced by delayed and vicious dentition, assisted and aggravated by bad sanitary conditions, I believe to be indisputable. I have seen some of these in a boy of fourteen years of age brpught about by retarded eruption of the cuspids, for it is not alone the cutting of the deciduous teeth that may induce serious disorders. Henoch says that he "considers dentition, both first and second, to have much to do with their occurrence."* The first remedial measures in these diseases should be directed toward the general system. Bad 
